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Upcoming SOM meetings: 
4/4/17 
•  Faculty @ 11am 
4/6/17 
•  Grad Advisory @ 11am 
4/11/17 
•  Advisory @ 11am 
4/13/17 
•  His/Theory/Comp @ 11am 
•  Music Education @ 11am 
4/18/17 
•  Equipment @ 11am 
4/20/17 
•  Curriculum @ 11am 
4/25/17 
•  Equipment @ 11am 
4/27/17 
•  SFSC @ 11am 
5/2/17 
•  Faculty @ 11am 
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Ama Oforiwaa Aduonum is in Ghana, West Africa, conducting field research while on 
sabbatical leave.  She is also serving as Visiting Professor of  Ethnomusicology at the 
University of  Cape Coast, where she advises graduate students, supervises their thesis work, 
provides ethnographic writing workshops, and facilitates the graduate seminar and 
presentation series.  She performed "Song and Poetry for Edna" at the Elmina Slave 
Dungeons in October 2016 and presented a paper, "The Search for Ethnomusicological 
Pasts in African Slave Dungeons,” in November 2016 for the University of  Cape Coast 
Faculty of  Arts Series.  For her work at a school in the Central Region, its music program, 
and ideas for sustaining a performance tradition, the town's chiefs honored her by crowning 
her “Nkoso Hemaa, Queen Mother for Progress and Development” in January 2017.  Her 
stool name is Nkoso Hemaa Nana Abena Asafoa I.  The Resident Theater Company at the 
University of  Ghana, Legon, premiered her play, "Walking With My Ancestors," in February 
2017.  
Ama Oforiwaa Aduonum "captured" and paraded through town to Asafo drumming. 
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On March 25, Elizabeth Batiuk gave a paper at the annual 
meeting of  the Midwest Chapter of  the Society for 
Ethnomusicology.  The paper, entitled "Calling the Ancestors 
to Dance:  Musical Style, Embodiment, and Community 
in abakuá Folklore of  Cuba," discussed how members of  the 
recently legalized abakuá brotherhood have used public 
folkloric performances as a focus for mobilizing their 
community.  These performances intensify their public 
presence and intervene in the normal flow of  events.  In these 
performances, their interventions challenge how folklore has 
been used to define national culture and create a sense of  
relatedness in socialist Cuba.  
Glenn Block and the ISU Symphony participated in the 
RED NOTE New Music Festival concert on March 26, 
featuring a performance of  the winning composition 
competition piece, “Saqqara Bird,” by Melody Eotvos, and a 
repeat performance of  Carl Schimmel's "There Was, and 
There Was Not,” featuring Adriana LaRosa-Ransom as 
cello soloist.  On April 1, the ISU Symphony will be 
performing its annual Music for All Disabilities Concert, 
working with Kim McCord to coordinate this event. The 
final ISU Symphony concert of  the season will take place on 
April 23, featuring the monumental Shostakovich Symphony 
No. 10 and performances by Alexandra Clay (flute) and 
Jacob Hilton (tuba), winners of  the annual ISU Concerto-
Aria competition.  Graduate conducting assistant Johannes 
Krohn received offers for doctoral conducting assistantships 
at the University of  Iowa and the University of  Colorado-
Boulder, and has accepted the offer to be the principal 
graduate conducting assistant at Colorado.  Congratulations 
Johannes!  Former conducting student Noam Aviel reports 
she has taken on more assistant conducting opportunities with 
the San Antonio Symphony, leading their young people's 
concerts. 
Karyl Carlson reports that nine ISU choral music students, 
including four who were selected to be part of  the National 
Collegiate Honor Choir, attended the American Choral 
Directors Association (ACDA) National Conference in 
Minneapolis, MN.  A quartet was nominated from each state 
in the union and representing Illinois were Hannah 
Johnson, Colleen Maney, Eric Masini, and Cristian 
Larios.  Karyl was invited to speak on a panel at the 
conference for ACDA Youth and Student Activities, and 
the ISU Student Chapter of  ACDA participated in the 
national ACDA College Fair.  Karyl was also elected to begin 
a term as ACDA Central Division President-Elect (Illinois, 
Indiana, Michigan, and Ohio) starting July 1.  The Choral 
Department was well-represented at the RED NOTE New 
Music Festival.  With Karyl conducting and Alexa Sowers 
accompanying, the Concert Choir performed the choral 
composition category winner, “Gaudeté,” by Andrés 
Ballesteros on the opening concert on March 26.  Madrigal 
Singers performed two of  Sydney Hopkinson's songs on 
March 28 in Kemp Recital Hall.   
David Collier had a very busy March.  On March 8-12, he 
again attended the Music for All National Festival in 
Indianapolis, IN.  There he served as the Percussion 
Coordinator for the Honor Band of  America, which was 
conducted by Colonel Michael Coburn, formerly of   
the United States Marine Band.  David joined Tuyen 
Tonnu, Chung-Ha Kim, and Jeremy Brunk in a recital at 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Nkoso Hemaa Nana Abena Asafoa I (Oforiwaa Aduonum) dances to 
Kete Royal drumming at the gathering of  chiefs. 
Karyl with ISU ACDA students in Minneapolis, MN.
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Milliken University on March 23, at which they performed 
the Bartok “Sonata for two pianos and percussion.”  The 
RED NOTE New Music Festival on March 28 found David 
conducting “Drawings No. 9 for Percussion Trio” by Sydney 
Hodkinson and performing “Maple in Twilight” with faculty 
colleagues.  David concluded the month by performing as 
timpanist with the Illinois Chamber Orchestra on March 31 
and April 1.  
Michael Dicker’s student, Christine Breeden, has accepted 
a scholarship from the Blue Lake Fine Arts Camp to serve as 
principal bassoonist of  the Blue Lake International Youth 
Symphony Orchestra.  Christine is a junior at Normal 
Community West High School and has studied bassoon with 
Michael since 2013.  
Tom Faux will spend the month of  June in northern Peru, 
working and playing music with the Fiestas family.  Tom and 
his colleague Juan Fiestas have been assembling the 
extraordinary compositions of  Juan's father, José Fiestas in 
anticipation of  publication next year.  José is a former 
bandleader, a phenomenal pedagogue, and a shaman.  He is 
celebrating his 99th birthday in June, and will be surrounded 
by his descendants, many of  whom play in orchestras in 
Europe, the U.S., and throughout Latin America.  
Amy Gilreath and Stiletto Brass recently toured Illinois and 
Missouri, performing and giving master classes at Grove 
Elementary School (alumnus Gabe Meyers), Normal IL; 
Metamora Township High School (alumnus Chris Render), 
Metamora IL; Algonquin Middle School (alumnus Missy 
Reed Legutki) Des Plaines IL; Huntley High School 
(alumnus Philip Carter) Huntley IL; The British 
International School in conjunction with Julliard Global 
Schools, Chicago IL; Lincoln-Way West High School 
(alumnus Cary Ruklic) New Lenox IL; Prospect High 
School, Mt. Prospect IL, and guest ensemble for the St. Louis 
Low Brass Collective, with a master class and evening 
performance in Kirkwood, MO.  Amy’s former student, Eli 
Denecke, has been award the trumpet assistantship at the 
University of  Florida and will begin his Master in 
Performance degree in the fall.  Masters trumpet student 
Nicole Gillotti has been accepted into three different 
university doctoral programs and will be making a definitive 
decision soon.  Undergraduate performance major Michael 
Pranger won an International Trumpet Guild Scholarship to 
attend the 2017 Conference in Pennsylvania and a spot in the 
Eastern Music Festival in Greensboro NC. 
Lauren Hunt performed in two concerts of  the Phoenix 
Winter Chamber Music Festival on March 8 and 9. These 
programs featured wind chamber works of  Beethoven, 
Mozart, and Dvorak.  The Beethoven portion of  these 
programs will be featured in additional concerts in 
Connecticut and at Carnegie Hall in April, and will be 
recorded for release under the Naxos label in May.  Lauren’s 
other activities in March included performances with the 
Heartland Festival Orchestra (joined in the horn section by 
Christine Hansen), and for the RED NOTE New Music 
Festival. 
Bill Koehler was honored to learn that his early 
biomechanics research studies on the “Effect of  
Electromyographic Feedback on Bowing Technique,” 
“Technological Directions in Music Education,” and 
“Physiological Mapping of  Bowing: Six Case Studies,” have 
been included in major textbooks:  The Science and Psychology of  
Music Performance, by Richard Parncutt and Gary McPherson, 
Oxford University Press; The Biology of  Musical Performance, by 
Alan H. D. Watson, Scarecrow Press; and The Engineering of  
Sport, by Steve Haake, Taylor and Francis.  Bill performed 
with the Faculty Jazz Quartet on March 9, and gave a jazz 
improvisation clinic for the Normal West High School Jazz 
Band on March 2. 
“Inner Light,” Tom Marko’s album of  original music that 
features New York trumpeter Scott Wendholt and our own 
Kevin Hart on piano and vibraphone, has reached number 
63 on Jazzweek’s 13-week jazz album chart.  This chart also 
includes albums by jazz artists such as John Scofield (#48), 
Army Blues (#51), The Steve Gadd Band (#61), Michel  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Lauren Hunt at the Phoenix Chamber Music Society.
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Camillo (#69), Bob Mintzer (#85), and many others. 
Kate Lewis and the viola studio were very busy in the 
month of  March.  The month began at the American String 
Teachers Association (ASTA) National Conference in 
Pittsburgh, PA, where five ISU String Project TA’s and GA’s 
presented in the best practices session for the National String 
Project Consortium.  Kate also gave a presentation at the 
conference on Multi-Level Viola Trios, wrapping up a 5-year 
project to catalogue, grade, and annotate all viola ensemble 
music, which is now housed on the American Viola Society 
website.  The month ended with another very successful 
Redbird Viola Day!  There were about forty students and 
eight faculty on campus for a day of  viola-related classes and 
performances.  Violists of  all ages and levels from the state 
attended, and sessions included workshops on 21st-Century 
techniques, viola technique, practicing, viola ensemble, 
musicianship, scales, master classes, and a faculty recital. 
Kim McCord presented a teacher professional development 
workshop, “Including all Children in General Music,” for the 
Aurora East School District #13.  The Metcalf  OrffCats 
performed with guest jazz saxophonist Adam Larson on 
March 9 with the U-High School Gold Jazz Ensemble. 
Kristin Moroni will be attending the University of  Iowa 
beginning Fall 2017, pursuing her DMA in Choral 
Conducting and Pedagogy, and has been recommended for a 
full teaching assistantship.   
Andy Rummel and four members of  the tuba-euphonium 
studio traveled to Iowa City on March 2 to participate in the 
Great Plains Regional Tuba and Euphonium Conference.  In 
addition to attending several performances and masterclasses, 
the students competed in three of  the competitions offered in 
conjunction with the conference.  It was a very successful 
weekend as graduate euphonium major Bryce Bowlin won 
the Mock Military Band Audition Competition and received 
third place in the Artist Solo Euphonium Competition.  Bryce 
also won the opportunity to perform on a standing-room-only 
masterclass with Dr. Brian Bowman, legendary euphonium 
professor at the University of  North Texas.  In addition, the 
Wind Symphony Tuba and Euphonium Quartet won 
the Chamber Music Competition.   As a result of  their first 
place finish, the quartet performed on a public masterclass 
with Paul Carlson, the tubist with the Dallas Brass.  On 
March 16, graduate tuba performance major Jacob Hilton 
traveled to Peterson Air Force Base in Colorado to audition 
for the United States Air Force Academy Band.  Jacob was 
one of  42 tubists that submitted a prescreening audition 
recording and was one of  seven selected as semifinalists. Out 
of  the seven invitees, Jacob was the only tubist to advance to 
the final round.  Following a final round of  sight reading with 
their brass quintet, Jacob was offered the tuba position with 
this elite ensemble!  Please congratulate Jacob if  you see him 
around campus.  
Gavin Smith and members of  the Big Red Marching 
Machine (BRMM) traveled to Ireland over spring break.  This 
trip has been in the planning for the past year and provided 
performance opportunities in Dublin and Limerick.  In 
Dublin, the first performance was in the Guinness Storehouse 
Factory, which created a lively environment for the crowds 
touring the facility.  The second performance involved a 
variety of  chamber ensembles in a wonderful concert in St. 
Patrick’s Cathedral, providing a beautiful and memorable 
experience.  The primary event that took BRMM to Ireland 
was marching in the St. Patrick’s Day Parade in Dublin.  This 
year’s parade was a rainy 2-mile affair with more than 
500,000 spectators lining the streets, plus a worldwide 
broadcast audience.  BRMM won the best overall band, 
competing against multiple ensembles from the United States 
and Europe.  The final performance in Ireland was in the 
Limerick International Band Competition, which was in a 
parade format featuring marching ensembles from around the 
world.  In competition with 16 other ensembles, BRMM won 
the Overall Best Band Award.  While in Ireland, BRMM was 
also able to tour several famous sites and experience the 
warmth and hospitality of  the Irish people. 
David Snyder gave an all-day clinic and conducted the 
Rockford All-City Band on March 8.  He worked with high 
school musicians from the local schools in Rockford and met 
up with ISU alumnae Sue Funk, who is currently the band 
director at Rockford East High School.  Dr. Snyder also 
recently completed survey research on the new fully online 
graduate degree offered at ISU, and has been invited to  
present these findings at the Instrumental Music Teacher 
Educators Colloquium in Ohio later this spring. 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ISU viola student presenters at ASTA in Pittsburgh, PA.
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News, Announcements, and Reminders 
	 Safety Reminders 
Please remember to lock your office door when 
working outside of  regular business hours.  Also, if  
you need an escort at night, call Redbird Safe Walk at 
438-8631. If  you discover someone in our buildings 
who you believe should not be there, do not confront 
the individual.  Rather, call ISU PD at 438-8631. 
Piano Humidification Control 
Please keep piano humidification units plugged in at 
all times.  If  you need to unplug for any reason, please 
plug them back in before you leave the room.  If  the 
piano has a cover, make sure that it is used. 
Problems With Our Facilities? 
If  you have any facilities problems in Cook Hall, 
please contact Tim Schachtschneider.  For problems 
in any of  our other spaces, please contact Mona 
Hubbard.  To call in facilities emergencies after hours 
or on weekends, dial 438-5656. 
Lock Doors 
Please remember to lock doors behind you when a 
room is not in use.  Report doors found unlocked to 
the SOM Office. 
Classroom Projectors 
Please turn projectors off  immediately after use.  
Units are being found on in the evenings and on 
weekends. 
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Upcoming Concerts, Important Dates 
4/1	 Audition Day @ 9am, CPA 
4/1	 Disabilities Concert @ 1pm, CPA 
4/2	 Belle Voix & Glee Clubs, 3pm, CPA 
4/2	 Wind Sym/Sym Winds @ 7pm, CPA 
4/3	 Guitar Ensemble @ 7:30pm, KRH 
4/5	 Faculty Brass Quintet, 8pm, CPA 
4/6	 Pablo Rincón (horn) @ 6pm, KRH 
4/6	 Piano Project @ 7:30pm, KRH 
4/7	 Jazz Festival Concert @ 8pm, CPA 
4/8	 Jazz Festival Concert @ 8pm, CPA 
4/9	 Percussion Ensemble @ 7pm, CPA 
4/11	 Music Factory @ 7:30pm, KRH 
4/12	 Nolen/Duce @ 8pm, KRH 
4/13	 String/Piano Chamber Music @ 8pm, KRH 
4/13	 Mads/Concert Choir @ 8pm, CPA 
4/18	 Convocation @ 11am, CPA 
4/18	 Rummel/Stiers @ 8pm, KRH 
4/19	 Janice Razaq, piano @ 8pm, CPA 
4/19	 Bass Ensemble @ 8pm, KRH 
4/23	 Concerto/Aria Concert @ 7pm, CPA 
4/25	 Civic Chorale @ 8pm, CPA 
4/26	 UBand/Sym Band @ 8pm, CPA 
4/27	 Opera Practicum @ 8pm, KRH 
4/28	 Symphonic Winds @ 9pm, CPA 
4/29	 Wind Symphony @ 8pm, CPA 
4/30	 Choral Collage @ 3pm, CPA
Upcoming Events and the University 
Calendar!   
All events scheduled through Peggy DeHaven in CE 225 will be 
listed on the University Calendar.  Please check your events 
for accuracy and let Peggy know if  corrections need to be made.  If  
your event does not yet have a description included, send text to 
Peggy so that she may add it to your event announcement.   
2017	-2018	Audition	Dates		 		 Saturday,	9/30/17	(spring	2018	admit)		 Saturday,	12/2/17	 		 Saturday,	1/20/18	(Chicago)		 Saturday,	2/3/18	 		 Friday,	2/9/18	 		 Saturday,	2/10/18	 	 	 	 		 Saturday,	4/7/18	 	
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